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PROGRAM

21 July 2026

9:00   OPENING AND WELCOME

Ralf Poscher 
Co-Director

09:30–11:15   FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Marc Bovermann
Trusted Flaggers: Curse or Blessing for Online  
Discourse?

Moran Svorai
Freedom of Expression in the Workplace

Andre Bartsch and Christian Thönnes
A Scientific Tendency: A Fundamental Rights  
Perspective on Speech-Related Sanctions  
in Academic Employment Relationships

* * *  Coffee Break  * * * 

11:30–12:45   POLICING 

Shadi Akariya
Sharing the Space, Living Apart: Views on Police  
Legitimacy and Willingness to Assist in Crime  
Prevention Among Arabs in Mixed Israeli Cities

Johanna Fink 
Transnational Transfers and Reciprocal Influences  
in Colonial Policing Practices

* * *  Lunch  * * * 	

13:45–15:00   EMERGENCY LAW 

Johanna Bücker
Limits to Domestic Emergency Law

Daniel Shtauber
The Double Shift: Institutional and Procedural  
Adaptation of Parliamentary Functioning  
in Emergencies

* * *  Coffee Break  * * *  



15:15–17:00   MINORITY AND COLLECTIVE RIGHTS

Safaa Debs
Education in East Jerusalem

Yehezkel Lein
Fifth-Column’ Minorities and Human Rights:  
A Global Comparison

Roni Elon
Israel Between the River and the Sea: In Search  
of a New Liberal Project

19:00   * * *  Dinner  * * * 

21:00	 SUMMARY

22 July 2026

9:00–10:45   INTELLIGENCE AND SURVEILLANCE

Amir Cahane
Online State Surveillance and its Chilling Effects  
on Arab-Israelis

Jakob Mutter
The German Separation Principle

Sebastian Schwab
The Kremlin is Listening: Counter-Espionage  
in Parliament as a Challenge to the Freedom  
and Equality of MPs

* * *  Coffee Break  * * *  



11:00–12:15   AFTERMATH: MEMORY, LAW, AND SOCIETY 

Shay Yoos
Institutional Trust and Civic Participation  
Among Israeli Border Communities After October 7

Eran Fish
Oblivion Laws

* * *  Lunch  * * * 

13:15–14:15   MAX PLANCK CENTER FOR  
	 DEMOCRACY, SECURITY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
	 INAUGURAL ADDRESSES

Barak Medina 
Co-Director

Yossi Gal 
Outgoing Vice President for Advancement and  
External Relations, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Annette Schavan 
Chairwoman of the Hertie Foundation

Antje Tepperwien 
Representative of the Volkswagen Foundation

Lou Bohlen 
Max Planck Society and Minerva Foundation

14:15–15:45   KEYNOTE SPEECHES

Justice (ret.) Dr. Ayala Procaccia 
Former Judge of the Supreme Court of Israel
Crisis, Despair and Hope in Israeli Democracy

Prof. Dr. Johannes Masing  
Former Judge of the Federal Constitutional Court  
of 	Germany
Understanding Democracy – Theses on the  
Foundations of a Meaningful Democratic Order

15:45–17:00   RECEPTION AND FAREWELL
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